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Sheila Elaine Enstam's life story is a testimony to the impact that one person can have on the lives of people around them, every day. As a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a grandmother, and a friend, the love and devotion that she showed to each person in her life is beyond compare. She spent each moment she had on this earth taking care of the people around her and she never let a day go by that she wasn't giving back to her family or her church, with her time, support, and encouragement. Through her dedication and service, Sheila made a difference in the lives of others and an impression on their hearts that will last a lifetime.

While the early 1940s were dominated by war being fought overseas, the latter half of the decade was a time of new beginnings back in the United States. After years of separation, thousands of men returned home to their families, thousands of women returned home from their jobs in the factories, and the era known as the baby boom began. For Harold Downing and his wife, Viola O'Connor, of Richmond, Indiana, new beginnings meant starting the family that they had always wanted. On July 7, 1947, they welcomed the first of their seven into the world, a daughter they named Sheila Elaine.

The first few years of Sheila's life were spent in Richmond, but it wasn't long before the family was moving out of Indiana and into nearby Michigan. They settled just southeast of Holland in the small town of Hamilton. Both of Sheila's parents quickly found work in the city of Holland. Her father took a job at Bohn aluminum, while her mother worked at a small factory. From a very young age Sheila was dedicated to her parents and her six younger siblings. She was a talented dancer and enjoyed taking dance classes on her own, but she also spent plenty of time playing team sports with her family. While attending Hamilton High School as a teenager, Sheila chose to spend most of her free time at home, helping raise her brothers and sisters.

In 1963, Sheila met a handsome, young man named David Enstam. David was an engineer at Conrad, Inc., where Sheila also worked, and had recently returned home from serving in the Navy. He was known around the shop as the donut man, because he always made his rounds on the shop's floor, talking and taking everyone's donut order. From David's social nature and Sheila's love of chocolate e`clairs, a romance blossomed and Sheila married David on June 9, 1967.

After the wedding, the newlyweds set up housekeeping in a rental home on Fairbanks Ave. At just $65 a month, the place came fully furnished and allowed the couple to save up their pennies for a home of their own. In 1970, Sheila and David took the money they had saved and paid cash for a piece of land on Holland 's north side, where they began building a home. One year later, Sheila left her job at Conrad, Inc. when she found out she was pregnant with the couple's first child. Their son Derek was born in 1972, followed by his little sister, Darcie, in 1973. Sheila's greatest passion in life was for the sweetness and innocence which she found in the caring for all the of her children.

Just two years after the birth of Darcie, Sheila strengthened her faith when she began attending the Jehovah's Witness Kingdom Hall. From that time on she was a devoted Jehovah's Witness and member of the Kingdom Hall, who was forever serving the needs of her congregation and her church. For over 25 years she looked after a woman in her church with special needs, driving her back and forth to weekly services. Sheila was not just a faithful servant at church, but at home as well. She was a loving wife and a caring mother, who at times she could be quite strict. However, one thing was always certain: as a parent, her discipline was handed down with a gentle hand and guided by a loving heart.

Among her own siblings, Sheila was greatly admired and had been regarded as a parent, from the time they were young to this day. After her father passed away, she even took on the role of caregiver to her mother, making sure that she was always looked after. While most of her life was devoted to serving other people, there was one area where Sheila gave a lot of attention to herself. From head to toe, she always looked stunning and was mindful of every last detail, from her hair to her dress to her accessories. She may well have been the best looking grandmother in town, certainly making her two beautiful granddaughters, Hannah and Kohley, very proud. During her life, Sheila was a loving and devoted daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother, and friend, and in passing, she will be fondly remembered and greatly missed.

Sheila Elaine Enstam, age 59, of Holland, MI. died Tuesday, October 10, 2006 in an auto accident on her way to Church. She was preceded in death by her father Harold Downing and Brother Dennis Downing. Her family includes: Husband of 39 years David Enstam; Son Derek and Stacey Enstam of Muskegon, daughter Darcie Enstam and fiancé Andy Rohrmann of Seattle Washington; two granddaughters, brothers and sisters, Rod Downing of Holland, Alta and Ed VandenHeuvel, Zeeland, Dale and Sharon Downing Holland, Vicky and John Fuller of Holland, Shelley Zigterman of Holland, Phyllis and Norm Witteeven of Arizona, Millie Ragains of Grand Rapids; mother Viola Downing of Zeeland; sister-in-law Gerri Downing of Zeeland; many foster brothers and sisters; several nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Services will be 1 pm Saturday at The Jehovah's Witnesses Kingdom Hall 2854 North 120 th Ave. Burial will be in Riverside Cemetery in Saugatuck. Visiting will be from 6-9 pm Friday at Mulder Chapel Dykstra Life Story Funeral Home 188 west 32nd street, Holland MI. Memorials may be made to The Jehovah's Witnesses Kingdom Hall. Please visit Sheila's personal memory page at www.lifestorynet.com for further information and an online registry.
